W\e ae earing thextdood:

11 Itwas adrizzling Tues-
day afternoon, after dri-
ving through the streets
of £6dY we finally arrived
at the banks of the river
Olechowka and we were
warmly welcomed by a
group of four people -two
ladies and gentlemen. The team leader was
a woman social activist Barbara Mucha.
We inter viewed her while at the same time
having a good glance at the river .

"This niver stretches for a distance of 1.
kilometres and Wwenever it rans, thee ae
floods and theléod waters mix with seve-
rage. This is a big @blem b the 300esk
dents within the a¥a”, sgs Barbara Mu
cha, viho represents the local community

BARBARA RECIELNIAK-MUCHA

Improvements wanted

Residents of the aa vould desie © see a
number of impovements in the @a that
include footpaths, safeater that vould
make swimming possible, a bagghannel
that allaws water o flow. Another poblem
faced ly the community a& chemicals ém
the nearly facbry. The chemicals polleitthe
water and this rather arsens the arady
complicated problem.

The abwe challengs not withstanding,
community members & proud of this
location and on 1st afrie of gery year, over
15,000 children corverge in the place for
sports and fun. "This ue# familes and
brings sadldarity and we ae hapy about
this", sgs Barbara.

Authorities
don't respond

Attempts hae been madeytresidents of the
area b contact arious authoities b come
to their lescue, but this has natyprought
ary fruit so far"'\\& wiote a lettr o the mgor
last year equesting his affe b give us some
assistance, but up nov without results.
Appointments ae alvays cancelled at the
last minue", sgs a esidents' epresentatve
in the local esidents’ council. Tlyeshaved
us a ledr that esidents wote b the mgor
of £6dY dad 12/09/2006.

Attempts b speakd the deputy mygor in
the past wre not successful.

We are waiting
for the next floods

Other members of the community bmle
that the foods ae a dangr to both the city
and its esidents. Theasidences will be
flooded and gt they desie D ive in dry aeas
and another dargg from this is that, seerage
system will be fooded and this is a big
problem. Rsidents hee in a \ay lost hope
that in the near futia, the aga ma get some
better senices. "W ae waiting for the n&t
floods with anxiety", @ a disappoirgd
resident.

Flood on the Olechowka river. June 2007

The deam of the @a, accating © the
residents is; a peaceful and quiet plabeysv
residents can meet with their farag: swim,
take coffee andogback home hagp

The esidents appeabtthe city author
ties b: regularly clean the an, buildittle

bridges, vork on the seerage channels
enlarge the vater channel in ater o enabli
smooth fow of vater and if possible, a tet
be built in futue since it attracts big numb
of peoplel

AEXMGABUA

" swITCH£6dY Leaming Alliance

11 The SWITH learning aiance in £6dY
in collaboration with other partners is u
dertaking inn@ation in the aga of inégra
ted urban vater managment. The mject
aims 1 carry out demandkd, actiororien-
ted reseach with moe beneitial and isi-
ble impacts.
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The £6dY learning &lhce incorporags wer
20 institutional partnersapresenting the mu
nicipal, academic, business, and educati
and NGO members, including the City of £«
Offices, Municipal Comparof Vater Supply
and Savage §stem, Vs Water Treatmen
Plant, £6dY Infrastructural Compgarthe Wi-
versity of £6dY, and the Eapean Rgiona
Centre for Ecoidrology/UNES@®, and is fe
cilitated ty Monika Dziegieleska-Geitz. 1



