
11 It was a drizzlingTues-
day afternoon, after dri -
ving through the streets
of £ódŸ we finally ar rived
at the banks of the river
Olechowka and we were
warmly welcomed by a
group of four people -two

ladies and gentlemen. The team leader was
a woman social activist Barbara Mucha.
We inter viewed her while at the same time
having a good glance at the river .

”This river stretches for a distance of 12
kilometres and whenever it rains, there are
floods and the flood waters mix with sewe-
rage. This is a big problem to the 300 resi-
dents within the area”, says Barbara Mu-
cha, who represents the local community. 

Improvements wanted
Residents of the area would desire to see  a
number of improvements in the area that
include   footpaths, safe water that would
make swimming possible, a bigger channel
that allows water to flow.  Another problem
faced by the community are chemicals from
the nearby factory. The chemicals pollute  the
water and this rather worsens the already
complicated problem.

The above challenges not withstanding,
community members are proud of this
location and on 1st of June of every year, over
15,000 children converge in the place for
sports and fun. "This  unites families and
brings  solidarity and we are happy about
this", says Barbara.

Authorities 
don't respond

Attempts have been made by residents of the
area to contact various authorities to come
to their rescue, but this has not yet brought
any fruit  so far. "We wrote a letter to the mayor
last year requesting his office to give us some
assistance, but up to now without results.
Appointments  are always cancelled at the
last minute", says a residents' representative
in the local residents’ council. They showed
us a   letter that residents wrote to the mayor
of £ódŸ  dated 12/09/2006. 

Attempts to speak to the deputy mayor in
the past were not successful.

We are waiting 
for the next floods

Other members of the community believe
that the floods are a danger to both the city
and its residents. The residences will be
flooded and yet they desire to live in dry areas
and another danger from this is that, sewerage
system will be flooded and this is a big
problem. Residents have in a way lost hope
that in the near future, the area may get some
better services. "We are waiting for the next
f loods with anxiety", says a disappointed
resident.

The dream of the area, according to the
residents is; a peaceful and quiet place, where
residents can meet with their families: swim,
take coffee and go back home happy.

The residents appeal to the  city authori-
ties to: regularly clean the area, build little

bridges, work on the sewerage channels,
enlarge the water channel in order to enable
smooth flow of water and if possible, a hotel
be built in future since it attracts big numbers
of people. 1

ALEXMGABUTA

We are fearing the next floods

SWITCH £ódŸ Learning Alliance

11 The SWITCH learning alliance in £ódŸ
in collaboration with other partners is un-
dertaking innovation in the area of integra-
ted urban water management. The project
aims to carry out demand-led, action-orien-
ted research with more beneficial and visi-
ble impacts.

The £ódŸ learning alliance incorporates over
20 institutional partners representing the mu-
nicipal, academic, business, and educational
and NGO members, including the City of £ódŸ
Offices, Municipal Company of Water Supply
and Sewage System, Waste Water Treatment
Plant, £ódŸ Infrastructural Company, the Uni-
versity of £ódŸ, and the European Regional
Centre for Ecohydrology/UNESCO, and is fa-
cilitated by Monika Dziegielewska-Geitz. 1

Flood on the Olechowka river. June 2007
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