
11 The river Olechowka has
two faces. Risks of floods
are haunting the inhabi -
tants with consequences
of pollution for the entire
area. "The river has streng-
thened the local commu -
nity,who are fighting toge -

ther for a better neighbourhood but also so -
cializing on the river banks" ,explains Barba-
ra Mucha, a representative of the local com -
munity of Kowalszczyzna. 
Last month heavy rains caused floods in the
area around the Na Mlynku Park. About 300
inhabitants were affected by the floods, li-
ving for one week with water in their neigh-
bourhood. "We are left alone. Nothing was
done after the floods. No-one is interested,
neither the press nor the politicians", expla-
ins Leszek Kruk, representative of the resi-
dential council. 

The floods occur when it rains heavily, be-
cause the river is not large enough to evacu-
ate the water. The nearby railway hill is an ob-
stacle for the water to flow efficiently. 

The waste water is collected in a nearby
reservoir but it isn't connected to a water
treatment station. With the floods, the risk
of waste water flooding over into the river
represents a real threat for the neighbo-
uring community and the surrounding na-
ture. "Also the main drinking water rese-

rvoir supplying water for 70 000 people is at
r isk", shares Leszek Kruk with an anxious
tone in the voice.

Moreover, the city of £ódŸ plans to build a
4-lane road nearby the park and the residen-

tial area of Kowalszczyzna. "The land in this
area is 3 to 4 times more expensive than in other
places in £ódŸ. I built my house about 3 years
ago. If I knew that they were going to build this
road and that we would be flooded, I would not
have built our house here", says Dominik
Skrzynski, an inhabitant of Kowalszczyzna. 

Local activists sent a letter to the municipa-
lity last September to stop the building of the
road and to ask for improvement of the water
management. "We want the municipality to cle-
an the water regularly, to deepen and enlarge
the river. But no-one reacted to our letter that
got stuck in the offices of the municipal office",
explains Barbara Mucha.   

Despite major issues, the Na Mlynku Park
brings the community together. The residen-
tial area of Dabrowa, with 70 000 inhabitants
enjoy the recreational area. "The residents are
proud of this place. There is a strong identity
with this place; there is a lot of local solidarity",
explains Leszek Kruk. Every weekend the lo-
cal community do things together like barbe-
cues, parties, and picknicks around the park.
Children from the sixteen neighbouring scho-
ols and twenty five kindergardens come here
every week.  

Dominik Skrzynski shares "I have a six-year
old boy and we are expecting a second child. I
want them to grow up in a healthy and peace-
ful place." 1
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Olechowka River: a blessing or a curse
forthe neighbourhood of Kowalszczyzna? 

11 £ódŸ city is a historical
city which has lots of things
to look at. F or a person li-
ke me who has never been
to the city it is impressing
to see the highly designed
architecture of buildings,
churches and the houses.

The city is also gifted with natural resources
like rivers. It has got about 20 small rivers that
cross the city.   Such gifts to an outsider may
mean that there is no problem related to wa-
ter in the city of £ódŸ. But surprisingly the
city is struggling with lots of problems that
are related to water. One example could be
the flood that recently occurred in £ódŸ.

Professor Marek Zawilski works in the De-
partment of Environmental Engineering of
the Technical University in £ódŸ. For him £ódŸ
is becoming an unsafe city to live in. Curren-
tly, the city is struggling with lack of water ba-
lance and also potentially of disease due to wa-
ter quality in the longer term. It is not also stran-
ge to hear the existence of mosquitoes in the
places where people relax during their holi-
days.  For ProfessorZawilski the problem is
exacerbated by the lack of cooperation betwe-
en different institutions that work in water. 

The existence of many institutions does
not solve the problem according to the pro-
fessor. There is no real cross organization
between the different stakeholders. Some
are going on their own ways because of ha-
ving enough money and resource. The intro-
duction of the Learning Alliance by the
SWITCH project has some inputs in a sense
that it creates the forum to talk and to di-
scuss. It is also used for brain storming. But
still the Learning Alliance can sometimes
lack communication between members. As
there are no formal ways of information
exchange for those who missed a meeting
and will not have a chance to know what hap-
pened during the meetings. Professor Zawil-
ski suggested a kind of information exchan-
ge on the web or other means so that they get
frequent updates.  

The other major issues when talking about
the water is the awareness of the public of what
is going on in the city and what problems are
there. But as to him many members of the so-
ciety either don't know the water law or do not
care what happens if it is not of their interest.
Lack of organization among institutions and
awareness has brought the situation where wa-
ter problems are increasing every time.  Pro-

fessor Zawilski is also worried about the lag-
ging behind of the city from the schedule of the
EU framework. He said it shortly that "we are
left with few years and I do not know what to
do". The city doesn't have a master plan yet.
The administration is not fast enough to imple-
ment it though the plan was an issue some ten
years ago. So lots of work to do but seems either
nothing is happening or it is happening very
slowly.

In his conclusions he stressed that the wa-
ter problem that the city has now can not be
solved by few institutions; so there should be
an institution that brings together all the others
working in water management. 1
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No time to talk but to work

Tunnel through the railw ay hill
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