Olechoka R¥er: a bsing or a ear
forthe neighbdwarod ofddalszczna?

11 Theriver Olechowkahas
two faces. Risks of floods
are haunting the inhabi -
tants with consequences
of pollution for the entire
area. "Theriver has streng -
thened the local commu -
nity, who are fighting toge -
ther for a better neighbourhood but also so -
cializing on the river banks" , explains Barba-
raMucha, arepresentative of the local com -
munity of Kowalszczyzna.
Last month heay rains causeddods in the
area aound the M Mlynku Rrk. About 300
inhabitants vere affecéd ty the foods, i-
ving for one wek with vater in their neigh
bourhood. "W ake left alone. dthing was
done afer the foods. N-one is inéresed,
neither the pess nor the pdlcians", epla-
ins Leszek Krukapresentatve of the esk
dential council.

The foods occur \wen it rans heaily, be
cause theiver is not lage enoughd evacu
ate the vater. The nearprailway hill is an ob
stacle for the ater o flow eficiently.

The vask water is colleatd in a nearnp
reserwir but it isn't conneed b a vater
treatment station. \th the floods, the isk
of waske water flooding wer into the iver
represents aeal theat for the neighbo
uring community and the susunding na
ture. "Also the ma drinking water rese
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tial area of Kkwalszczyna. "The land in tr
area is 34 times mar expensie than in othe
places in £6dY. | builtyrhouse about wprs
ag. If | knev that the were @ing b build this
road and that ewould be fooded, | vould not
have built our house het', sgs Dominik
Skrzynski, an inhabitant obialszczygna.

Local actiists sent a le¢r  the municipe
lity last Sepgmber b sbp the building of tt
road anda ask for impovement of the ater
managment. "W& want the municipaty to cle
an the vater regularly o deepen and enige
the river. But neone leactd b our leter thal
got stuck in the oifes of the municipal aée"
explains Barbara Mucha.

Despie major issues, theaNMIynku Rrk
brings the communitydgether. The esiden
tial area of Dalpwa, with © 000 inhabitant
enjoy the ecreational aga. "Theasidents a
proud of this place. Theiis a sting identity
with this place; theris a lot of local strity",
explains Leszek Kruk.\Eery weelend the le
cal community do thingjbgether ike barbe
cues, parties, and picknicksand the parlk
Children fom the sixten neighboung sche
ols and tenty fve kindegardens come he
ewery week.
rvoir supplying vater for © 000 peopleisat ~ Dominik Skrzynski shas "l hee a sixear
risk", shaes Leszek Kruk with an anxiousold boy and ve ae expecting a second chilc
tone in the wice. . want them ¢ giow up in a healthand peac

Moreover, the city of £6dY plarsbuild a  ful place.1
4-lane pad nearly the park and theesiden

Tunnel through the railw ay hill
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No timed alk bu

11 £6dY city is a historical

city which has lots of things

to look at. F or a person i-

ke mewho has neverbeen

to the city itis impressing

to see the highly designed

architecture of buildings,

churches and the houses.
The city is also géftl with naturalesources
like rivers. It has@ about 20 smalivers that
cross the city Such giftetan outsider ma
mean that theg is no poblem elaied b wa-
ter in the city of £6dY. But surgingly the
city is strugghg with lots of psblems that
are elaed b water. One gample could be
the flood that ecently occured in £6dY.

Professor Magk Zavilski works in the De

partment of Emironmental Engineéng of
the Echnical Wiversity in £6dY.d him £6dY
is becoming an unsafe cityite in. Curen-
tly, the city is strugiglg with lack of ater ba
lance and also pattially of disease duewa-
ter quaity in the longr erm. It is not also stran
¢e D hear thexstence of mosquiies in the
places waere peopleelax duing their hol-
days. Br ProfessorZuailski the ppblem is
exacerbagd ly the lack of cooperation betw
en diffeent institutions that wrk in water.
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The «istence of mayinstitutions does
not solre the poblem accading © the po-
fessor Thee is no eal coss oganization
between the diffeent stalkeholders. Some
are @ing on their wn ways because of ha
ving enough moneand esouce. The in-
duction of the Learning Alkince ly the
SWITCH pmject has some inputs in a sens
that it creates the forumd talk anda di
scuss. Itis also used for bratorming. But
still the Learning Alance can sometimes Professor Marek Zawilski
lack communication betaen members. As
there are no formal wys of information fessor Zwilski is also wrried about the la
exchang for those Wwo missed a meeting ging behind of the citydm the schedule of t

GAZER WBORCZA

and will not hge a chancetknav what hap
pened duing the meeting. Pofessor Zail-
ski suggsted a kind of informatiorxehan
ge on the wb or other means so that yhget
frequent updags.
The other major issuedwen talking about

the water is the wareness of the publof what
is @ing on in the city andhat problems ae

there. But asathim may members of the so

ciety either don't kne the vater law or do not
care what happens if it is not of theirémgst.

EU framevork. He sad it shortly that "v& ae
left with fav years and | do not kmowhat ©
do". The city doesn't i@ a magr plan t.
The administration is not fast enoughrhple
ment it though the planag an issue sonen
years ag. So lots ofovk to do but seems eitt
nothing is happening or it is happenirggy
slowly.

In his conclusions he sssed that theas
ter problem that the city has mocan not b
solved ly few institutions; so thershould b

Lack of oganization among institutions and an institution that bings bgether all the othel

awareness has bught the situation ere wa-
ter problems ae increasing eery time. Po-

working in vater managment.1
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