Building bridges over the Sokolowka river
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thereisalsoaprice tobe paid. Increased flo-
oding, ground water contamination and pol-
lution are just a part of this price that more
and more of the cities’inhabitants are having
to pay for this new development.

Giving rivers back to the citizens

Drivenbya concern for climate change a gro-
up of scientists and environmentalists are jo-
ining forces with the city administrators to
"build abridge" of common understandingin
the community which will bring about along
held dream of liberating these lost rivers and
giving them back to the citizens of L.odZ to en-
hance their lives. Supported by a global EU-
-UNESCO action research programme aptly
named SWITCH, a Learning Alliance Stake-
holder Group has been formed to help reali-
se this dream.

Thisisbased uponacommon understan-
ding that by opening up these rivers to the
skies once again we can give them space and
atthe same time provide ourselves with aspa-
cetobreathe. Torelease them from their con-
crete tombs we can also liberate ourselves
from the stresses and pressures of our mo-
dernlives. Ifwelook after them then they will
surely look after usis the thinking that is dri-
ving the enhancement of the Sokolowka Ri-
verin the Baluty district of the city. To putback
again the gentlemeanders and wetlands along
this river we will be returningit toamore na-
tural existence and this will help absorb the
flooding brought about by increasingly unpre-
dictable summer rain storms.

Through re-established wetlands and ve-
getated margins, once again we can provide
arefuge not only for the water vole and the
sliver-sided fish but also we can make a spa-
ce for us to spend time with our children or
quietly walking our dogs, whilst at same time
protectingourhomes from the despair of flo-
oding.
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Pabianka reservoir on the Sokolowka river

SWITCH was conceived a few years ago
to promote an active dialogue between scien-
tists who where increasingly becoming alar-
med at changing weather patterns and busy
city planners trying to create better spaces
in our urban environments. What was ne-
eded, it was argued, was the ability to enga-
ge both of these communities in the process
of identifying the threats and uncertainties
for water managementin our cities of the fu-
ture by providing real demonstration pro-
Jjectson the ground in more than 10 cities aro-
und the world.

A tall order, you may say, but Lodz, like in
the other SWITCH cities, hasrisen to that chal-
lenge and is now bringing together the best of
its researchers, engineers, planners and poli-
ticians into a Learning Alliance Stakeholder
Group which will not only look at helping to
deliver the vision that the Sokolowka River will
bebroughtbacktolife butalso tobuild a"brid-

ge of understanding" between this city and
other cities around the world.

Asweincreasingly change from an indu-
strial economy into that of a knowledge-ba-
sed one, we need to share this new knowled-
ge and learning with others and at the same
time demonstrate to our citizens the real be-
nefits on the ground of engaging in this glo-
bal knowledge, addressing local issues and
having acommunity-based delivery process.

L6dz, which itself means "boat" may on-
ce again restore this image of hope and be
able to navigate itself into a prosperous and
dynamic city where its inhabitants will no
longer walk over their lost rivers but walk
along side the new green corridors that the-
se will increasingly provide in the future. It
will be our gift to our children and a small but
very much needed contribution to saving this
unique place that we call planet Earth.

Let us continue to build these bridges.©

Lodz, a water city today? ...a water city tomorrow?

Do YOU know?

ee 1,0dz is located in a
watershed where 18
streams take their origin,
among which the 13
kilometerslong Sokolowka
« river.

oo The climate of Poland has changed
remarkably during thelast decade, increasing
spring precipitation and causing a deficit of
waterin the summer.

ee Theurbanization processin bédZreduces
the extension of green areas and ponds,
increasing the production of more storm water
and the frequency of flooding in some regions
of the city.

ee Flooding is one of the most important
risks for some regions of city, causing safety
and environmental health problems and
the deterioration of some recreational
spaces.

ee },6dZ'sreservoirs are used for recreational
purposes, butsome of them are contaminated
by the sewer system and storm water when the
flooding occurs.

What can YOU DO for Lodz?

ee [nvolve all society sectors (government,
private and civil society) in the development
andimplementation ofamaster plan for water
management of the city.

oo Keep ditches, streams and river beds and
banks clean to diminish flooding risks.

ee Expand water reservoir areas and develop
morerecreational facilities for L6dZ’s citizens
and visitors.

ee [ncrease citizen awareness about L.6d7’s
water management problems and opportunities
and promote more active participation of the
population.

oo Createarisk map of the city related to water
management and implement activities to
decrease the vulnerability of the city, enforcing
the water law and punishing the polluters.
Join to the LédZ water management improve-
ment movement!!!
Wecalluponyoutojointhet.6dZSWITCHLearning
Allianceforintegrated watermanagement. Letus
work together to improve the living conditions of
allLédzpeopleand visitors. © MARTIN RIVERA



